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Land Use Questionnaire
for NPDES Permit
Applications

When submitting an NPDES Permit Application to your
County Conservation District, one of theformsto beincludedis
the Land Use Information Questionnaire (page 9 of the Notice of
Intent (NOI) Instructions). It hasbeen determined through litiga-
tion that the conditions of Act 67, 68, and 127 have not been met
unless this form is included with the notification letters to the
County and Municipality.

Inordertocorrectly submit thisform, it should becompl etely
filledout and sentwithyour Act 67,68, and 127 notification | etters
to the County and the Municipality. (Please notethat the notifi-
cationlettersarenolonger Act 14 Notifications, they arenow Act
67,68, and 127 Notifications). Copies should then be submitted
to the Conservation District in the NPDES Permit Application
package attached to the copies of the notification letters and
return receipts.

Failuretodothisproperly may resultinadelay inyour project,
because the regulations state that the District may not acknow!-
edgetheuseof theNPDESpermit until at | east a30-day period has
passed after the date that the notification letterswerereceived by
the concerned Municipality and County.

And, asaways, pleases READ THE INSTRUCTIONSfor
completingtheNOI.

Jeffrey McKenna
Montgomery County CD

Don't miss out on advertising to your
target audience — call today to place
your add in the next issue of
Conservation & You
(610) 892-9484

Top ten things to do when
you have an NPDES Permit

10. Keep acopy of the permit and the approved plans on site.

9. Read theNoticeof | ntent. Know what you signed and what
you agreed to do for your project.

8. Review your Construction Sequencewith your contractor
PRIOR to the schedul ed start date so that any changes may
be handled before they become problems.

7. Schedule a Preconstruction meeting with the
Conservation District and other interested parties.

6. Know the Expiration Date. To save yourself time and
money, submit acomplete NOI package prior to 180 days
beforethe permit expiration date.

5. Transfer the permit if you sell or otherwise become
disassociated with the project.

4. Submit the Notice of Termination when the project is
complete.

3. Put the contractor on the permit as a co-permittee.

2. Follow your approved plan, or have changes approved
prior toimplementingthem.

And the #1 thing an applicant should do when the have an
NPDESPermitis...

1. READ THE PERMIT! This document outlines the
responsibilitiesand requirementsthat you asthe permittee
areagreeingto by requestingtheuseof the NPDES Permit.




Aerzen “grows” a building in Coatesville

L ocatedintherapidly devel oping township of West Sadsbury,
Aerzen USA isusing their building project to create a* statement
of possibility” for more environmentally, socially and economi-
cally viable buildings. Designed to standards established by the
USGreenBuilding Council (USGBC), the40,000 of light manufac-
turingand officefacility will beavast departurefromthebland and
inefficient bigbox commercial buildingsthat dottheNorth Ameri-
can landscape.

Aninternational, family-owned businesssince 1864, the par-
ent company of Aerzenislocated in Germany and produces high
quality rotary lobe blowersand screw compressors. Aerzen USA
was started in 1983 to assembl e new packages and refurbish used
units. By 2001, the company had outgrown their |eased spaceand
began planning for the construction of abuilding to hold offices,
awarehouse and manufacturing space.

In 2004, Aerzen hired a team of local and national green
building experts (including Re:Vision Architecture, Philadel phia
University’ sEngineering and Design Institute, Consilience LLC,
AKFEngineers, O’ Donnell & Naccarato, Cahill Associates, Rolf
Sauer and Partners, and the Delaware Valley Industrial Resource
Center) to design the project, beginning with a5-day sustainable
designcharrette. Aerzenemployeesand theinterdisciplinary team
produced a ground-breaking design that should: achieve ahigh-
level LEED ratingfromtheUSGreen Building Council;; use50%less
energy than a comparable building (as modeled in DOE2); and
dramatically improveworker conditions. To ensurethe most effi-
cient use of space, Lean Manufacturing and Cellular Flow prin-
cipleswerelearned and employed. A cornerstone of Lean Manu-
facturing isto make each work cell compact, supporting thegreen
concept of building only what you need.

One of the most compelling aspects of the building is that it
will incorporatestraw baletechnology. By “growing” thebuilding,
Aerzen will be ableto: achieve a cost-effective, highly efficient

(R48) envel ope; designanarchitecturally significant organic shape;
use arenewable resource; and support thelocal economy. Three
thousandfivehundred balesof straw arecurrently “intheground,”
being grown by farmerswithin ten miles of the site.

Other uniqueaspectsof thebuildinginclude: alandscapethat
retains 100% of stormwater on-site, ageothermal system, apassive
heating/cooling system for the manufacturing floor, natural day-
lighting throughout, and an integrated structural system.
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Aerzen staff review conceptual plans at an open house during
the design charrette.

The project is scheduled to break ground in the fall of 2005.
Once constructed, the facility will be open to the public for tours
every week. For more information, contact Jennifer Rezeli at
215.242.1866 0r Rezeli @ReVisionArch.com

An Alternative to Erosion

Control Blankets

Erosion Control Blankets are widely used for steep slope
stabilization. So, when confronted with an alternative that | had
not heard of, it came as a hit of a shock.

Merion Golf ClubinHaverford Township, Delaware County,
cameforwardwithanew product that they wanted to apply totheir
slopes. Theproduct iscalled EcoAegisby Canfor. Itisslurry, not
unlike hydro seed, and contains wood fiber mulch, anatural guar
gum tackifier, bonding agent and water. After itisappliedtothe
slopeit dries and forms an erosion control mat.

A recent inspection conducted after the application revealed
that grass has indeed started to form and begin to stabilize the
slope. It may takeafew moretrial runs, but for now it seemsto be
apossible aternative BMP for erosion control blankets.

If youwould like moreinformation about ECOAegis, visit the
Canfor websiteat www.canforpfd.com.

Kevin Boyle
Delaware County C.D.

NATIVE PLANT
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Construction activities in the
Coastal Zone Region of
Chester County

Top soiling of building pads and channel
for permanent stabilization

Currently there are nearly 100 active construction siteswith
NPDES permit coverageinthe Coastal ZoneManagement (CZM)
region of Chester County. An active construction site with earth
disturbance and grading typically implements various forms of
Erosion and Sedimentation controlsto remainin compliancewith
the NPDES permit and Chapter 102 rules and regulations for
Erosion and Sedimentation Control.

On a recent assessment of construction activities, several
different controls were observed such as sediment basins and
traps, silt fence, rock construction entrances, temporary and per-
manent stabilization measuresintheform of straw mulchand seed,
erosion control blanketing and top soiling.

It appeared oneof thebiggest problemswasimplementing and
maintai ning onlot controlssuch asonfenceand rock construction
entrances. On lot controls areimportant to keep sediment on lots
during construction and prevent overburdening of the basins or
traps, whichleadstolesssediment removal efficiency resultingin
sediment discharges to the receiving waterway.

Another challenge inherent across the coastal zone region,
especially withinthenorthernreaches, isthe soils. The soilsareof
thePenn-Croton-Bucksassociation and seemto havelargeamounts
of claysand siltswithin them, which isan undesirabletrait when
you want gravity and stilling to settle sediments out of the water
inabasin or trap.

Thedistrict will continueto monitor thesesites for erosionand
sedimentation control compliance.

Joe Sofranko
Chester Co.C.D.

EROSION CONTROL SYSTEMS

SOIL STABILIZATION, SILT FENCE, MATTING, BAFFLE WALLS,
TEMPORARY SEEDING, STRAW MULCHING,
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LANDSCAPE & HARDSCAPE

DESIGN, LIGHTING, IRRIGATION, WATER FEATURES
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SEEDING & SODDING

FINE LAWNS, BASINS & STOCKPILES, MEADOWS, WETLANDS,
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Delaware County presents
Erosion & Sediment Award

On March 18, 2005 the Delaware County Conservation Dis-
trict, in partnership with the Chester-Delaware Home Builders
Association, presented the award for “Best Overall Erosion and
Sediment Control” at the 16" annual Pyramid Awards. Theaward
distinguishes a construction activity where outstanding erosion
and sediment controls have been implemented and maintained.

Thisyear’ srecipientswereFoxfield at Naaman’sCreek, L P
andBrubacher Excavating, I nc. Foxfieldisal75-acresitel ocated
in Bethel Township, Delaware County. Theerosionand sediment
control planisextensive- eleven basinswith skimmers, swales, and
varioussizesof silt fence. All BMPswereinstalled both properly
and in a timely fashion. The sequence of construction has been
followed during every phase, and temporary stabilizationhasbeen
implemented whenever necessary. Activeconcernand voluntary
compliance have always been shown. Any issues on inspection
reports were resolved through phone calls or meetings on site.
Foxfieldisafineexampleof what Conservation Districtslook for
during construction activities.

Congratulationsto our winners. Wel ook forward to recogni z-

ing another great site next year!
Bridget Thompson
Delaware Co.C.D.

ACF Environmental
www.acfenvironmental.com

New Philadelphia Warehouse Location: 2939 Felton Road, Norristown, PA (located off Germantown Pike)

The largest Geosynthetic distributor on the east coast
and the manufacturer of the Siltsack® & Dirtbag®.

_ Buy o—
| Siltsacks® & Dirtbags® -~
E i & directly from .-".

Your Complete Source for Geosynthetics
and Value Engineered Solutions

Geotextiles - Woven, Nonwoven, High Strength
Silt Fence and Super Silt Fence (meets local regulations)
Erosion Control Blankets - Excelsior, Straw, Coconut,
Jute Matting, Coir Fiber, Futura
TRMs (Turf Reinforcement Mats)
ACBs (Articulating Block Systems)

Geogrids .
BioLogs .

Pond Liners . Porous Grass Parking
MSE Walls & Slopes . PAM

For Information Contact:
Fred Waite, Territory Manager-Malvern, PA
phone: 610-695-9422
fwaite@acfenvironmental.com




TreeVitalize session ends with a chiropractic adjustment

Morethanthreedozen arearesidentsattended thefinal session
of a three-part series of workshops on community tree tending
presented by the staff at the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society
(PHS) and Penn State Cooperative Extension (PSCE).

Hal Rosner, alongtimearborist with Bartlett Tree Experts, gave
both alecture and hands-on demonstration at the Curtis Arboretum
inElkinsPark. Rosner advised hisaudienceon proper tree planting
and pruning techniques.

“On planting day, you'll seelots of potted plantsthat are root
bound. Take the time to pull those roots apart and give the tree a
chiropractic adjustment beforeputtingitintheground,” hetoldthe
trainees, who are part of thegrowing TreeVitalize movement. The
TreeVitalizeprogramwasdesigned by Pennsylvania sDepartment
of Conservationand Natural Resources(DCNR) toincrease South-
east Pennsylvania’ stree cover and to educate the public about the
benefits that trees have to offer.

Bill Truscott, an arborist based in Bartlett's Dublin, Bucks
County office, assisted Rosner with the hands-on demonstration.
They werejoined by KathrynBelville, Bartlett’ slocal manager, who
recently received her Master Arborist certificationfromthelnterna-
tional Society of Aboriculture (ISA). The professional arborists
gave these tips to the volunteers:

o Right Tree—Right Place — Make sure you don’t plant trees
under power lines or too close to other trees, buildings, etc.
Choosetreesthat reach 15to 25feet at maturity, suchasmaples,
hawthorns, hedge maples, tree lilacs, sweet gums, European
and American hornbees. Goto www.dcnr.state.pa.usandtype
inCommon Treesof Pennsylvaniafor acompletelisting of trees
nativeto thisclimate.

o HoleDepth—Prepareaplanting areaasdeep astheroot ball and
threetofivetimesitsdiameter by looseningthesoil. Digahole
inthemiddle of the areaand set theroot ball even with ground
level. Usewater to settlesoil and removeair pocketsin planting
area

o Stakethetreetoflex withthewindonly if thetreeisunableto
stand up to wind on itsown. Remove the stakes after the first
growing season.

o Proper Mulching—Spreadatwotothreeinchlayer of composted
mulchonentirearea, but not withinsix inchesof thetreetrunk.
Donot“volcanomulch” or pilemulchup aroundthebase of the
trunk. Spread the mulch as far as the drip line of the tree's
farthest branchesand extend thismulchcircleasthetreegrows.

o Moundsof mulch aroundthebaseof atreepromotefungusand
invite pests.

o Watering—Thirty-gallontreegatorsareexcellentwaystomake
sure newly planted trees get a consistent and slow release of
moisture during the summer months.

o Soil Sampling—work withyour County Cooperative Extension
office or tree care company to take a sample of your soil to
determinewhat nutrientsyour tree needs. Don't fertilize until
you get the results and consult with a professional.

Bartlett
Tree Experts giv

Arborist |
Hal Rosner
shows area
residents
how to
correct
girdling
roots.

e Proper Pruning — Pruning of newly planted trees should be
l[imitedto correctivepruning. Removetornor brokenbranches,
and save other pruning measures for the second or third year.
Pruning cuts should be made just outside the branch collar.
Sincethebranch collar containstrunk or parent branch tissues,
thetreewill bedamaged unnecessarily if youremoveor damage
it. In fact, if the cut is large, the tree may suffer permanent
internal decay from an improper pruning cut. If a permanent
branchisto beshortened, cut it back to alateral branch or bud.
Y ou should use proper pruning shears and never use hedge
shearsto prune atree. Whatever tool you use, make sureit is
kept clean and sharp. It doesn’t hurt to spray your sheerswith
Lysol tomakesureadiseaseisn’t spreadto another tree. Rosner
likes to use a 3-point cut; one cut further up the branch to
eliminate the stress on the branch, then a cut closer to the
branch collar (wherethebranch and trunk meet) and afinal cut
about a half inch from the actual trunk.

Rosner added that planting trees around your home, school or
business will conserve energy and lower the cost of utility hills.
Accordingtothegroup American Forests, threewel | -placed decidu-
oustreeson the east, south and west sides of ahome or school will
shade it from summer sun and lower cooling costs by 10 to 50
percent. In addition to saving money, this conservation of energy
directly translatesto | esscarbon dioxide produced at the generating
plant that servesyour house. Treescanalso producesavingsincold
weather. Staggered rows of evergreen trees on the northwest side
of the house (or the side with prevailing winter winds) will block
harsh winds and lower heating costs. Rosner, who works out of
Bartlett’s Bala Cynwyd office, urged the audience to contact him
with any follow up questions at hrosner@bartlett.com. The com-
pany also has an array of tipson itsweb site at www.bartlett.com.

Theprogram’ sfinal speaker, PatriceCarroll, whoisoverseeing
theTreeVitalizeprogramfor PHS, said thegroup American Forests
believesoverall treecover inan urban areashould be40 percent. In
the five-county Philadel phia area, tree cover is estimated to be 27
percentonaverage, shesaid. InMontgomery County, Conshohocken
hasthelowest percentageof treecover at 5 percent and Marlborough
Township has the highest at 58 percent. Cheltenham Township,
where CurtisArboretumislocated, hasa29 percent tree cover with

(continued)



TreeVitalize session

(continued from page 4)

apopulation density of 6.4 percent. Y ou can find out the tree
cover inyour areaby going to www.treevitalize.net.

Janet Thomas of Mount Airy wasglad shetook thecourse. “A
coupleacrossthestreetfrommegot meinterested. They andagroup
of volunteers planted 20 trees on Gowen Avenue and it’s had an
immediate impact on the neighborhood,” she said.

West Conshohocken resident Patricia Zapien said she got
involvedin her local shade tree commission and the next thing she
knew shewassigned upfor thecourse. “Wereceived agrant to plant
treesinafew block areaand decided weneeded to dothingstheright
way. Asaresult of taking thiscourse, | will never look at atreethe
sameway again. |’'velearned so much.”

“1t' sbeen anincredible experience,” said Bryn Mawr resident
June Wojtowicz. “I’'m ready to start planting.”

Dates of other TreeVitalizetraining sessions are;

September 14, 21, 28, 2005, PennsylvaniaHorticulture Society
Building, Philadel phia, PA

October 27, November 3and 10, 2005 Ridley Creek StatePark,
Ridley, PA

November 4,11,18, 2005 West Chester Municipal Building,
West Chester, PA

To register contact
Julianne Schieffer, 610-489-4315, jxs51@psu.edu- or -
Mindy Maslin, 215-988-8844, mmaslin@pennhort.org

Ninehoursof handsontraining over 3eveningswill cover tree
biology, identification, planting, proper care and working within
your community.

In addition, a statewide Urban Forestry Conference is sched-
uledfor September 27 & 28, 2005 at Penn State Great Valley, Malvern,
PA Join nationally and locally recognized speakersto explore the
latest in arboriculture and community forestry. Contact: Dr. Bill
Elmendorf at 814-863-7941, wfel @psu.edul.

by Barbara Sherf

Barbara Sherfisaformer journalist and one-time spokesper son for
the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. She
does public and community relations work for the Bartlettt Tree
Experts and can be reached via her web site at
WWW.Communi cationspro.com.

Turning Ideas Into Redality

CHARLES J. CATANIA, SR, PE, PLS.
PRESIDENT

CATANIA ENGINEERING ASSOC., INC.

CONSULTING ENGINEERS ~ LAND SURVEYORS

520 W. MACDADE BOULEVARD
MIiLMONT PARK, PA 19033-3311

(610) 532-2884
(Fax) 532-2923

New PNDI Website

Thenew PennsylvaniaNatural Heritage Program (PNHP), for-
merly PNDI, will beavailableonline. Asweall know, aPNDI search
isrequired aspart of both NPDES and Chapter 105 General Permit
application packages. PNDI searches have historically been per-
formed by either theregional DEP officeor thecounty Conservation
District. However, the new website allows the public - permit
applicants, consultants, and project planners- to performtheir own
searches, or “Environmental Review” asitiscalled onthewebsite.
The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR),
who maintains the site, has added some user-friendly features as
well. Theseinclude links that aid the public in reading the receipt
results, what the statuses mean on their personal project page, and
access to the new PNDI Form. The species lists and species data
usedin Environmental Review havebeenupdated, andwill continue
to be updated on a monthly basis. The species lists can be sorted
by county and watershed as well.

The new PNDI Environmental Review and Project Planning
Tool can be accessed at www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us in the
bottom|eft corner of thesite. Forinformationonhow tousethe PNDI
Environmental Review Tool, click thelink directly below the tool
titled“HowtousetheER Tool.” Itisalwaysrecommendedthat PNDI
searches be performed early in the planning process, so that
potential conflictscan beresolved, andtheproject doesnot get held
upduetoaPNDI hit. Contact your local Conservation District with
any questions regarding the new PNDI website.

Bridget R. Thompson
Delaware County C.D.
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Erosion Contro/ &
Geosynthetic Proaucts CLEARING & DREDGING INC.
LAND CLEARING » WET EXCAVATION « DEMOLITON

2300 Butler Fike
Flmouth Meeling, FA 19462

224 Maron Road
(215) 368-7178 Hatfield, PA 19440

Te/ 670-260-07100, Fax 670-260-0707

ADVERTISE TO YOUR TARGET MARKET!

TheConservation Districtsin Southeastern PA offer advertising spaceinthisquarterly newsletter, CONSERVATION & YOU, distributed
to over 2000 devel opers, engineers, architects, municipalities, and other related businessesin theregion. Please contact the conservation
district in your county with comments and suggestions.

Two sizeadsare offered: Businesscard size (2" x 3%,") $75/issue Quarter Page (3Y," x 44," —vertical) $125/issue

A 10% discount isoffered for inserting an ad intwo or moreissues. Ad deadlinefor the Fall issueis September 15, 2005. Send your check
payableto the Delaware County Conservation District and camera-ready copy to Ed Magargee, Delaware County Conservation District,
RoseTreePark - Hunt Club, 1521 N. Providence Road, M edia, PA 19063; Phone(610) 892-9484.

CONSERVATION & YOU ispublished by the Bucks, Chester, Delaware and M ontgomery County Conservation Districtsin
cooperationwith thePaDEP, Bureau of Land and Water Conservation. For advertisinginformation, call (610)892-9484.

Bucks Co. C.D. Chester Co. C.D. Delaware Co. C.D. Montgomery Co. C.D.

1456 Ferry Rd., Ste704 Government Service Center Rose Tree Park-Hunt Club 143 Level Road

Doylestown, PA 18901 601 Westtown Road, Suite 240 1521 N. Providence Road Collegeville, PA 19426-3313

(215)345-7577 P.O.Box 2747 Media, PA 19063 (610)489-4506

www.bucksconservation.org West Chester, PA 19382-0990 (610) 892-9484 www.montgomeryconservation.org
(610) 696-5126 www.Delcocd.org

www.chesco.org/conservation

vd ‘uoisiid ‘
08¢ "ON LINY3d TO68T Vd ‘urlug MeN
aivd BIUBD UMO | 726
abejsod ‘SN NOA ®NOILVAH3ISNOD
arey ying




