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Let's Talk

Having recently returned as Manager at the
BucksCounty Conservation District, after someseven
years in the private sector, | believe that | have a
unique perspective to bring to the table.

Communication between municipal engineers
and their inspectors is essential, and the breadth of
the municipal inspectors work load should not be
underestimated. Communication isthekey.

Rules and regulations continue to confound
designers, builders and earthmoving contractors. |
have always been of the opinion that regulations are
the result of the regulated community’s failure to
performinaprofessional, environmentally sensitive
manner early onintheenvironmental movement of the
late 1960's and early 1970’'s. As such, the Clean
Streams Law, Dam Safety Act, Wetland regulations
and so forth, have been passed and continue to be
amended.

Asthese rules and regulations are now a part of
everyone' slife, it behoovestheregulated community
to pay attention. Surely you can be frustrated, but
ignoring these regulations is not the answer. Once
again, communication isthe answer.

MeetingswithDistrict staff, DEP, Army Corpsof
Engineers staff, Fish & Boat Commission staff and
other regulatorswill goalongway toward preventing
violations and bad situations.

Conservation Districts, as coordinating agen-
ciesat the County level, are certainly agood placeto
start with information gathering. We can make the
necessary contacts and are able to set up joint meet-
ings, whether in the office or in thefield.

Asl seeit, wearehereto PREVENT degradation
to the waters of the Commonwealth. It is through
better communication that | believe conservation
districts, regulatorsand theregul ated community can
and will come to a better resolution of the activities
whichimpact our variousefforts. So, let’ stalk; talkis
cheap!

John Thomas
Bucks County C.D.

NPDES MS4 permit update

Wearenow inyear threeof thenew M $4 permits. At thispoint all municipali-
ties should have developed and put into practice an education program for both
residents and municipal workers. Stormwater outfalls should have been mapped
and prioritized for illicit discharge testing. By now thefirst 25% of your outfalls
should have been tested, and the second 25% underway. Erosion and sediment
control plan review processes need to be in place. Last, but not least, a post-
construction stormwater ordinance should have been drafted and approved by
themunicipality.

This program represents a substantial workload for local municipalities.
Conservation districts, some watershed groups, and neighboring municipalities
have been partnering and sharing resources to meet the permit requirements.

Several municipalities in eastern Delaware County have begun working
together through their Council of Governments (COG) to explore proceduresfor
combining resources to meet the new requirements. COGs present a good
opportunity to share expenses on educational material, outfall detection, and
good housekeeping efforts.

Watershed associations can be a wonderful resource for coordinating
efforts. For example, the Chester Ridley and Crum Watersheds Association has
held several workshops and coordinated education material that has been
distributed to partnering municipalities. The watershed group’s efforts have
saved the municipalities valuable time and money by pooling resources and
receiving group discounts.

The Southeast PA Conservation Districts have devel oped standard policies
to satisfy most of the erosion and sediment control requirements. Make sureyou
havethe M $4 Erosionand Sediment Agreement andthat it issubmitted with your
yearly report.

The Delaware County Conservation District has also assisted with training
municipalitieswiththeillicit discharge detection and non-point source pollution
house keeping. Additional trainings can be offered in the future upon request.

| alsorecommend that you attend theM S4workshop at Villanovaon October
11, (www.villanova.edu/VUSP/ ). The most up-to-date information will be pre-
sented, and DEP staff will beavailablefor questions. Many watershed groupsand
conservationdistrictswill also berepresented. M eet with them andinquireabout
additional training and partnerships.

The M S4 permits are an obvious burden on municipalities, but assistanceis
availablefor thosewhoask. Contact your conservationdistrict for moreinforma-
tion and Good Luck.

— William Gothier
Delaware County C.D.



The True Co$%t of Green

A broad expanseof exotic, mowngrasssurrounding corporate
campuses has become the norm in the United States. In fact,
corporate lawns make up 60 percent of the 23 million acres of
manicured lawninthiscountry. Far toomany acresof meadowsand
forestsaresacrificedfor theinstallation of thiscostly green carpet.

Business property managers do not need to be told that
mani cured grassisexpensiveto maintain. Mowing alone can cost
some companiestensof thousandsof dollarsannually, inaddition
to the expense of chemical applications and reseeding.

A 1,000 square area of lawn requires 10,000 gallons of fresh
water every summer to stay green. In addition, each year approxi-
mately 80 million poundsof pesticidesand over al00 milliontons
of fertilizer areappliedto Americanlawns, killing beneficial crea-
tures, impairing bodiesof water, andleachinginto humandrinking
water supplies.

Hereisan example of one company that decided that thetrue
cost of “green” wastoo high! McNeil CSPin Fort Washington, Pa.
has a corporate campus of 113 acres, 80 of which were initially
maintai ned asfinelawn and landscaped area. Since 1990, McNeil
has returned 24 of these acres to tall grass and meadow. The
company focused not only on the feasibility of biodiversity con-
servation, but also on the economic and educational opportunities
that such activity presents.

LOGGK WHAT THEY DISCOVERED . . .

From 1989t02000, M cNeil CSPspent approxi mately $59,000
inconverting 24 acresof finelawnintotall grassand aseededwild
flower meadow. These costs were mostly for staff time, supplies,
andplanting. That’ spretty expensive, right?Well over theeleven-
year period, the company saved more than twice that. They
recognized asavingsof $133,570. Thissavingscamefromreduced
fertilizer use, less aeration and weed control needs, fewer equip-
ment costs, and less need for mowing labor.

McNeil alsoreportsthat their project hasincreased employee
morale. Their employeesknow that McNeil cares about the envi-
ronment and provides them with the opportunity to stand up and
makeadifference.

Sure, maybe the biological significance of these habitat en-
hancement projectsaresmall, but just think of themultiplier effect.
McNeil suspects that their experiment in biodiversity on the
corporate campus has spilled over into the backyards of their
employees, increasing biodiversity awareness across the region.
Thanksfor your goodwork McNeil! (Reprinted fromthe Estuary
NewsSummer 2005)

For corporationslikeM cNeil CSPwhoareinterestedintaking
aleadershiprolein preservingthecommunity’ senvironmental well
being in the Delaware Estuary Region, contact Kathy Klein 800-
445-4935ext.102 or kklein@dewawareestuary.org
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Conservation Products & Services
Directory to be updated

Thisdirectory waslast printed in theyear 2000. Theintent of
the directory is to provide a concise reference to land planners,
engineers, developers, contractors, and others to help facilitate
proper planning and installation of BM P’ sto ensuretheconserva-
tionof our soil andwater resources. I|n 2000 morethan 70 companies
werelisted. TheSixth Editionwill becoordinated by the Southeast-
ern PennsylvaniaResource Conservationand Devel opment Coun-
cil (R.C.&D), and expanded to the seven-county area.

Selling advertising spaceinthedirectory will fund the effort.
Detailshavenot beenfinalized at thistime. If you areinterestedin
being included, please send an email to Ed Magargee

M agargecE@co.delaware.pa.us, or call himat (610) 892-9484tobe
added to our mailing list.

Conservation districts cannot endorse companies or prod-
ucts, but frequently we are asked for information on conservation
products and services. The Directory is an easy method for usto
get thenecessary informationinto the hands of the peopleneeding
to solve aparticular natural resource problem.

— Ed Magargee

Delaware County C.D.
’// JOBS/ITE PRODUCTS, INC.
B00-298-4900
Erosion Control &
Geosynithelic Products
2300 Butter Frke NORTH
Plmouth Meeting, PA 19462 AMERICAN
Te/ 670-260-0100, Fax 610-260-07107 GREEN®
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NATIVE PLANT
NURSERY
"plants to expand your

5660 WISMER ROAD
PIPERSVILLE, PA 18947

2157660988 anviramsental featpring ="
FAX 215076622239 . .
Eastern regional native
KEN CHWAL woody trees and shrubs
for C.R.E.P.

TURF ESTABLISHMENT Growing Greener

EROSION CONTROL
STRAW MULCHING
FINE GRADING

717-529-3160

waww. OCTORARD.com




Coastal Zone Management
continues in Delaware County

The Delaware County Conservation District was awarded a
Coastal Zone Non-point pollution grant from DEP, with funding
fromNOAA, tocontinueitswork inthecoastal zone. Thegrantwas
initially awardedin2002, and K evin Boylewashired under thegrant
as an erosion and sediment control technician.

In addition to E& S, the District also participates in Coastal
Zone Task Force meetingsto di scussissues concerning numerous
agencies and municipalitiesin the coastal zone. These meetings
are usually held on a quarterly basis.

TheDistrictisalsoactiveintheClean Boating program, which
workswith marinasand boatersto encouragethemto useenviron-
mentally sound practices. The District gave apresentation to the
DelawareRiver Y achtsmen’ sLeagueto introducethe programto
them and gather feedback. Also, a clean marina survey and bro-
chure has been produced by the Philadel phia Water Department
and SeaGrant. Thissurvey will begiventoall themarinasinBucks,
Delaware and Philadel phia counties in the months to come.

If youwould like moreinformation about any of theseinitia-
tives or have questions about the Coastal Zone, please contact
KevinBoyleat 610-892-9484.

Kevin P. Boyle
Delaware County CD

Turning Ideas Into Reality

CHARLES J. CATANIA, SR, PE, PLS.
PRESIDENT

CATANIA ENGINEERING ASSOC., INC. |

CONSULTING ENGINEERS ~ LAND SURVEYORS

520 W. MACDADE BOULEVARD
MiLMonNT PARK, PA 19033-3311

(610) 532-2884°
(Fax) 532-2923

EROSION CONTROL SYSTEMS -

SOIL STABILIZATION, SILT FENCE, MATTING, BAFFLE WALLS,
TEMPORARY SEEDING, STRAW MULCHING
GABION WALLS, MODULAR BLOCK WALLS

LANDSCAPE & HARDSCAPE

DESIGN, LIGHTING, IRRIGATION, WATER FEATURES
PAVER PATIOS, RETAINING WALLS

SEEDING & SODDING

FINE LAWNS, BASINS & STOCKPILES, MEADOWS, WETLANDS,
ROADSIDES, FINE GRADING, HYDROSEEDING

i & RAM-

___C CORPORATION m

JCPLES  PH: 610.269.4495+ FX: 610.269.3607

Bucks District accepting
award nominations

The Bucks County Conservation District is now accepting
nominationsfor its 2006 awards competition.

This annual program recognized Bucks Countians for out-
standing conservation accomplishments in seven categories.
Winners will receive plaques and $200 honorariums from the
conservationdistrict, and | ettersof commendationfromthecounty
commissioners.

The award categories are:

Individual Conservation Accomplishment, Educator of the
Y ear, Farmer (or Farm Family) of the'Y ear, Conservation Organiza-
tion of the Year, Elected Official Recognition, Forest Resource
Management, Urban Conservation, andthe GeorgeM. BushAward
for Agricultural Preservation.

Nomination forms are available on-line at www.
bucksconservation.org or by contacting the conservation district
at 215-345-7577. Nominations must be submitted to the Bucks
County Conservation District, 1456 Ferry Road — Suite 704,
Doylestown, PA 18901, by November 15.

Winning entrieswill beentered in the PennsylvaniaAssocia-
tion of Conservation Districts annual awards competition.

—Fred Groshens

Bucks County CD

ACF Environmental
) www.acfenvironmental.com

New Philadelphia Warehouse Location: 2939 Felton Road, Norristown, PA (located off Germantown Pike)

The largest Geosynthetic distributor on the east coast
and the manufacturer of the Siltsack® & Dirtbag®.
Siltsacks® & Dirtbags® 3o

E "‘ i directly from "i

Your Complete Source for Geosynthetics
and Value Engineered Solutions

Buy i

Geotextiles - Woven, Nonwoven, High Strength
Silt Fence and Super Silt Fence (meets local regulations)
Erosion Control Blankets - Excelsior, Straw, Coconut,
Jute Matting, Coir Fiber, Futura
TRMs (Turf Reinforcement Mats)
ACBs (Articulating Block Systems)

Geogrids .
BioLogs .

Pond Liners . Porous Grass Parking
MSE Walls & Slopes . PAM

For Information Contact:
Fred Waite, Territory Manager-Malvern, PA
phone: 610-695-9422
fwaite@acfenvironmental.com




Penncrest High School wins
international Envirothon

Congratulations to Penncrest High School Gold Team from
Delaware County for becoming the 2005 International Canon®
Envirothon Champions! Thecompetitionwasheldin July at South-
west Missouri State University in Springfield, Missouri. It wasan
excitingweek for Penncrest asthey went onto defeat teamsfromall
50 states, as well as Canadian Provinces. The teams are tested in
variousareasincluding aquatics, forestry, soils,andwildlife, aswell
asacurrent topic and an oral component. Penncrest’s final score
was578, almost 40 pointsahead of Virginia, thesecond placewinner.

Penncrest has represented Pennsylvania well at the Interna-
tional Envirothonin past yearsal so—they werechampionsin 2000,
and placed 6" in the 2004 competition. The school has also domi-
nated the Delaware County Envirothon, placing first twelve out of
the thirteen years the Envirothon has taken place.

Membersof thisyear’ swinning Penncrest Gold Teaminclude:
Emily Moberg, MichelleHenry, AimeeDavis, Vic Janmey, and Joe
Walker. Leadingthemtovictory wereteamadvisorsMark Samilenko
and ChrissaKuntz.

Anyone interested in participating in the Envirothon should
contact their local conservation district.

— Bridget Thompson

Delaware County C.D.

KEN CHWAL HYDROSEEDINGQ

A DIVEISION OF
TURF 2 EROSION CONTROL
PREOBUCTYS

5990 Potters Lane, Pipersville, PA 18947
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED BETWN RTE 611 & RTE 413 OFF STUMP RD.
Ph#215%766*7000 fax# 215*%766*8777

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR:

SUPPLYING YOUR NEEDS FOR EROSION CONTROL AND
TURF ESTABLISHMENT PRODUCTS:

HYDRO-MULCH, VARIETIES OF SEED, SEEDAID PELLETS,
EROSION & WEED CONTROL BLANKETS, SILT FENCE,SUPER SILT
FENCE. STRAW, TURFACE PRODUCTS, GRASSY PAVERS, SPLASH
BLOCKS, ROCKWOOD RETAINING WALL PRODUCTS, FAIRCLOTH
BASIN SKIMMER & MUCH MORE. CALL FOR DETAILS.....

Completing Section E of the
Notice of Intent

Oneof themajor deficienciesarrivingat our officehastodowith
Section E of the Notice of Intent (NOI). Properly completing this
section of the NOI, as well as including all of the necessary
documentation, will help to speed the processing of your applica-
tions. Hereareafewtipstoaidyouinadequately completing Section
E of theNOI.

First, youmay havenoticed that throughout theNOI, in at | east
four places, andinboldtext, theNOI tellsyoutoreadtheinstructions.
Thisisagood placeto start, astheinstructions will walk you step-
by-step through the NOI.

At the beginning of Section E, you are given three choices.
Select the box that best represents the data on which your calcula-
tionsarebased , but at aminimum, they must be consistent withthe
third choice, to manageany netincreaseinvolumefromthe2-year,
24- hour storm.

Section 1 detail sthe necessary partsto beincluded in the Post
Construction Stormwater Management (PCSM) Plan. Make sure
that al of the necessary items are included and separate from the
erosionand sediment control plans. Theinformation providedinthe
narrative should reflect the information provided on the NOI.

Section 2 is aplace to describe how the additional volume of
stormwater runoff will behandled if you cannot infiltratethe entire
net increase with your proposed BMP's. Thisis NOT an areato
explain why you cannot infiltrate. DEP’ scurrent policy isthat you
MUST deal with the increase between the pre- and post-construc-
tionvolumes. Infiltrationismerely oneway inwhichtodothis. This
section iswhere you state the manner in which you are planning to
deal with the additional volume.

Insection 3, al you need to do isanswer the question. If there
arecurrently BMP sonthesitethat you planto useor expand, check
yes, and explain the BMP’ s and what you plan to do with them.

TheDataTable. Thisisthesectionwheremost of theproblems
occur. If you areincreasing your amount of perviouscover, 99% of
the time, your post-construction “volume of stormwater runoff
(acre-feet) without planned BMP' s” will need to behigher thanyour
pre-constructionvolume. Cal cul ationsthat support theinformation
provided in this table should be included in the PCSM Narrative.
Onceagain, asisstated ontheNOI, you should read theinstructions
for completing thissection. If thedatatableisproperly completed
and documented, it should givean overview of the proposed PCSM
calculationsfor the project.

In section 5, the Summary Description of Post Construction
Stormwater BMP's, you should check the appropriate boxes and
provide supporting documentation for the responses. If during the
review process BMP sare added or del eted, this section should be
updated to accurately represent the proposed project at the time of
permitacknowledgement.

Inthenextissue, we' Il examinecompleting Section Fof theNOl,
“Consultant for this Project”.

Jeffrey McKenna
Montgomery County C.D.



John Thomas returns to Bucks

John A. Thomas, a veteran conservationist and authority on
agricultural issues, has been appointed manager of the Bucks
County Conservation District—apositionhehad heldfromtheearly
1980suntil 1998.

Thomas was the first full-time manager of the Conservation
District, atimewhenitsprimary functionwasworkingwithfarmers
to conserve soil.

Over the years, as Bucks County became more heavily popu-
lated, the District became involved in residential and commercial
erosion and sediment control issues. Today it represents the state
Department of Environmental Protectioninenforcing Pennsylvania's
Clean Streamslawsin the county.

Thomas, who holdsan agronomy degreefromDelawareValley
College, isacertified professional in erosion and sediment control.
Helefttheagency in 1998towork intheprivatesector asaconsulting
engineer. “I returned to the district because it is work that | was
meant to do,” he said.

Thomas also holds associate’ s degreesin business from Penn
State-Wilkes Barre and in civil engineering technology from
Scranton’ sCenter for Studies. He served inthe Marine Corpsfrom
1968 through 1972 and was discharged with the rank of Sergeant.

Thomasisanativeof Mountain Topin L uzerneCounty. Heand
his wife Linda, residents of Quakertown, are the parents of five
grownchildren.

The new district manager succeeds Fred Groshens, who re-
signed after heading the agency since April 2001.

New Website for Bucks County
Conservation District

Bucks County Conservation District is pleased to announce
that its website is open for business! Y ou can find the site at
either www.bucksconservation.org, or our new domainname
www.bucksccd.org. Y oumay now usethe BCCD sitetoview
contact information, download formsand applications, signup
for activities and find out what the Conservation District is
doinginyour area. Thesitewill bechanging over the next few
weeks, but we encourage you to start using it now!

William L. Schelling, Area Managar
Maccalerr, inc.

MACCAFERRI

0303 Governor Lang Bivd.
Williamsport, Maryland 2178953116
Ted 301-223-6910

Fax: 301-223- 4560

Eanail: bschelling @ maccaleni-usa.com

Enviconmental
Solutions

Chester/Delaware Home
Builders Association sponsors
Erosion Control Workshop

On September 7, 2005 fifty membersof the Chester/Delaware
HomeBuilders A ssociati on attended an erosi on control workshop,
which was held at the Chester County Chamber of Business and
Industry Facility. Dan Greig, Chester County Conservation District,
and Ed Magargee, Delaware County Conservation District were
invited to give presentations.

The Education Committee of the Home Builders Association
chairedby Jeff Nagorny of V olImer Associatesplanned theagenda.
Conservation District presentations were then developed to ad-
dress the Associations concerns.

JaneFava of theBrandywineValley Associationwasincluded
at the suggestion of Dan Greig to addressacitizen program, which
has been developed to monitor construction projects.

We have been cooperating in efforts such as this for many
years. Rich Kadwill, Montgomery County Conservation District,
also attended the event to determine the benefits this effort might
provide Home Builders Associations in Montgomery County.

— Ed Magargee
Delaware Co. C.D.

Chester County Conservation
District is on the move

The Chester County Conservation District will be moving on
November 4, 2005toitsnew homein Willowdale. Our new address
will be688 UnionvilleRoad, Suite200, K ennett Square, PA 19348.

TheDistrict hasoutgrown its present space at the Government
ServicesCenterinWest Chester. InkeepingwiththeDistrict’ sgoals
—Use, Re:Build & Re: Store, our new locationisarestored bank barn
located in Willowdal e at the intersections of routes 82 and 926.

Please keep your eyes and ears open for more information on

our new venture.
— Renee Washington
Chester County C.D.
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CARINO NURSERIES

Evergreen
Native and Watland

and Hardwood Tree Seedlings,
Species, Windbreaks,
WRidllfe Food-Cover, and More

www.carinonurseries.com

PO. Box S38D

Indimna, PA. 15701

Ph: 800-223-7073 or 724-463-3330
Fax: 724=-463-3

ADVERTISE TO YOUR TARGET MARKET!

TheConservation Districtsin Southeastern PA offer advertising spaceinthisquarterly newsletter, CONSERVATION & YOU, distributed
to over 2000 devel opers, engineers, architects, municipalities, and other related businessesin theregion. Please contact the conservation

district in your county with comments and suggestions.
Two sizeadsare offered:

Businesscard size (2" x 3%,") $75/issue

Quarter Page (3Y," x 4Y,"

—vertical) $125/issue

A 10%discountisoffered forinsertinganadintwo or moreissues. Ad deadlinefor theWinter issueisDecember 15, 2005. Sendyour check
payableto the Delaware County Conservation District and camera-ready copy to Ed Magargee, Delaware County Conservation District,
RoseTreePark - Hunt Club, 1521 N. Providence Road, M edia, PA 19063; Phone(610) 892-9484.

CONSERVATION & YOU ispublished by the Bucks, Chester, Delaware and M ontgomery County Conservation Districtsin
cooperationwith the PaDEP, Bureau of Land and Water Conservation. For advertising information, call (610)892-9434.

Bucks Co. C.D.

1456 Ferry Rd., Ste 704
Doylestown, PA 18901
(215) 345-7577
www.bucksccd.org

Chester Co. C.D.

Government Service Center
601 Westtown Road, Suite 240
P.O.Box 2747

West Chester, PA 19382-0990
(610) 696-5126
www.chesco.org/conservation

Delaware Co. C.D. Montgomery Co. C.D.

Rose Tree Park-Hunt Club 143 Level Road

1521 N. Providence Road Collegeville, PA 19426-3313
Media, PA 19063 (610)489-4506

(610) 892-9484
www.Delcocd.org

WWW.montgomeryconservation.org
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